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Employment-Population Ratio 
Men 1990-2012 



Increasing Inequality 





Productivity and Compensation 



∗ 46 million living in poverty 
∗ 10 million working poor 
∗ 1 in 5 children living in poverty 
 

Poverty 



∗ Disparities in access to early childhood care 
∗ Disparities in educational opportunities 
∗ 43% of black and Latino children attend schools with 

poverty rates of 80% or more v. 4% of white children 
∗ Disenfranchised youth 
∗ Youth unemployment 
∗ Working without pay 
∗ challenges for undocumented youth to access public 

education 

Lack of opportunity for our children 



∗ 9 million net new jobs needed 
∗ Decent work 
∗ Poverty 
∗ Lack of opportunities for our children 
∗ Failure to introduce immigration reform 

Opportunity Deficit 



∗ Aging society 
∗ Global markets for goods and labor 
∗ Technological shocks 
∗ Demographic changes in our society  

– majority-minority 

 

Longer term Structural Issues 









Tax: 
∗  increase payroll tax 
∗  increase limit on taxable earnings 
∗  increase taxation of benefits 
∗  expand coverage to non-covered groups 
Benefit: 
∗  Raise retirement age 
∗  Reduce COLA 
∗  Change initial benefit formula 
Other: 
 Change Investment Procedures 

  Use General Revenue Fund 
  Means Test 

 

Déjà Vu All Over Again 
Solutions to Depletion of Social Security Trust Fund 



Spin Free Zone 
 
Ensure the Data Are there for Evidence Based Policy Making 
 
Understand the Interconnectedness of Our Policy Decisions 

Our Challenge 
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