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People with Medicare
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Historical        ProjectedIn millions:

SOURCE: 2013 Annual Report of the Boards of Trustees of the Federal Hospital Insurance and Federal Supplementary Medical 
Insurance Trust Funds.



© 2011 Medicare Rights Center 2

People with Medicare

 Half live on annual incomes of $23,500 or less

 Half have $61,400 or less in personal savings

 4 in 10 with three or more chronic conditions

 1 in 4 with a cognitive or mental impairment

www.medicarerights.org

 1 in 4 with a cognitive or mental impairment

 1 in 4 live on annual incomes of $14,400 or less 

People with Medicare

 Average Medicare households spends 14% of Average Medicare households spends 14% of 

income on health care vs. 5% among non-

Medicare households
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Spending on premiums is rising: 26% of average 

Social Security benefit in 2010 vs. 6% in 1970
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People with Medicare
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People with Medicare

 Susan (age 65) was recently hospitalized for a hip 

replacement and is now home recovering On top ofreplacement and is now home recovering. On top of 

her monthly Medicare premiums, Susan is paying $400

per month for anti-rejection drugs and physical therapy.  

Susan’s income totals about $1,400 per month, and 

h h j t $13 000 i l i H
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she has just over $13,000 in personal savings. Her 

modest income and assets make her ineligible for 

federal assistance programs.
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Context that matters—widespread economic insecurity

www.medicarerights.org

 Visit us at www.medicarerights.org

 C ll h l li t 1 800 333 4114 Call our helpline at 1-800-333-4114

 Sign up for Medicare Watch

 Learn online at Medicare Rights University

 Like us on Facebook 

www.medicarerights.org

 Follow us at @medicarerights


