
But I am still young! 
Why is Social 

Security Important 
to Me? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Generations United has taken a leadership role in protecting and improving the adequacy of SS so it continues to meet its obligation to current and future beneficiaries.  Our focus has been to raise awareness to others that SS is more than a retirement program.  As the nation’s most successful income protection program, SS supports families spanning all ages, from infants to retirees.  





We formed Generations United to argue 
for a caring society.  



 
Sewing the Social Compact 

 
 

 



 
More than 6.5 million children receive Social 

Security as part of their family income 
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Presentation Notes
1/3 of the more than 50 million people who receive SS benefits today are younger than 65. 6.5 million children receive part of their family income from SS through survivor, retirement and disability benefits.SS covers 98% of all children in the event of the death or disability of a caregiver.



 
More benefits to children than 

 any other federal program 
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1/3 of the more than 50 million people who receive SS benefits today are younger than 65. 6.5 million children receive part of their family income from SS through survivor, retirement and disability benefits.SS covers 98% of all children in the event of the death or disability of a caregiver.



Types of Benefits for  
Children & Families 



Unmarried 
Children under 18 

Only life 
insurance for the 
majority of 
children in U.S. 

Protects 98 
percent of 
children if they 
lose a parent 
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When she was a baby, Franni 
lost her father, a decorated 
WWII veteran in a car 
accident leaving her mother 
widowed with five kids 
 
As soon as Franni’s youngest 
sister started school her 
mom got a job working odd 
hours in a supermarket. Her 
paycheck, a small widow’s 
benefit and survivors 
benefits from Social Security 
weren’t always enough to 
keep the heat on during 
Maine winters but they did 
put food on the table.  

 



When his father died 
unexpectedly from a heart 
attack, a 16 year old boy 
and his family were left to 
fend for themselves 
 
 
“I did a lot of growing up 
pretty  fast then… It gave 
me a pretty cold, quick 
lesson which was that life 
was short, so make the best 
of it.” 



For children of 
disabled workers 

Provides benefits 
equivalent to 
$414,000 disability 
insurance 

Serves 
approximately 17 
million children 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I was in junior high… 



Tom’s Father worked in the 
Iowa coal mines until he 
saved enough money to buy 
a farm. After the Great 
Depression he lost the farm 
and his savings. His wife and 
mother of his children passed 
away. He was left with three 
kids under 18 and a broken 
body. 
 
“If it had not have been for 
Social Security, I don’t know 
what would have happened 
to my family. How would we 
have stayed together? It's the 
only income we had. It kept 
us together and in school.”   

 



Child retirement 
benefit available 
to dependent 
children in 
addition to retired 
parent or 
grandparent 
caregiver 

Nearly 350,000 
children receive  

 Important to 
Grandfamilies 
 



   About 7.8  million children across the 
country live in households headed by 

grandparents or other relatives 
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SS is also a safeguard for families when tragedy strikes.  The vast majority of grandparent caregivers did not plan to raise another family and unexpectedly find themselves caring for children.  Many of these grandparents live on fixed incomes, and for many, SS is essential to their families’ survival.  



Even with Social Security 
benefits, 21 % of grandparent-

headed families are poor.   
 
 
 
 

Without Social Security benefits, 
the group’s poverty rate would 

be 59 % or more.  
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Even with SS benefits, 22 percent of grandparent-headed families are poor.  Without SS, that group’s poverty rate would be 59% or more. 



George Arevalo  
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Currently, 3.4 million grandparents use their Social Security benefits to care for their dependent grandchildren.One such grandparent is George (Arévalo) Are-a-velo of Tucson, Arizona.George was in his 70s when he was told his son and his daughter-in-law weren’t going to be able to continue to take care of his grandchildren. The retired barber and his wife decided they would step in.The took over care of the three children, ages 2, 8, and 14.  but one week after the children came to live with George and his wife Virginia, she suffered a stroke.  Since then, George acts as the primary caregiver for her and children.  Through the challenges though, George has maintained a positive outlook.  George’s son recently bought a house two blocks away and hopes to soon take over care of the children.  



Children who are 
disabled and 
whose parents’ 
income and 
resources fall 
below limit 

About 1.2 million 
blind and disabled 
children receive 
SSI 
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Strengthen Social Security:  
Reinstate the Student Benefit  
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Some groups claim that cuts to SS are necessary and for the benefit of our country’s children and grandchildren.  In reality, GU feels the best way to support our younger generations is to strengthen SS, not cut it.  SS is a program that has and always should be there for them. In order to improve Social Security for future generations, Generations United continues to advocate for one low-cost recommendation that would strengthen Social Security for future generations: reinstating the student benefit. Restoring the Social Security student benefit would offer students whose parents are deceased and disabled the support they need to become the educated workforce our country’s economy needs. 



 1965 Congress expanded eligibility for Social 
Security child benefits through age 22 for 
those enrolled in college 

 Enabled thousands of young adults to 
complete higher education who would not 
have  

 Two thirds of those receiving the benefit had 
incomes below poverty line 

 Eliminated in 1981 



Bill Libro’s father died when he was 8 
years old… 
 



 
 (Insert your picture here) 

 
 
What will Social Security 

mean for you? 
 
 



 Visit www.gu.org 
 Social Security: What’s at Stake for Children, 

Youth and Grandfamilies (Profiles) 
Children and Families Have a Stake in Social 

Security  
 Benefits of Social Security for Children 
 Benefits of Social Security for Grandfamilies 
 The Lost Social Security Benefit for Students 

 

http://www.gu.org/


 Jaia Peterson Lent jlent@gu.org 
Generations This Week – sign up at 

www.gu.org  
Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/generationsunited  
Twitter: @GensUnited 
YouTube: 

www.youtube.com/GenerationsUnited 

mailto:jlent@gu.org
http://www.gu.org/
http://www.facebook.com/generationsunited
http://www.twitter.com/GensUnited
http://www.youtube.com/GenerationsUnited


 

 

www.gu.org 
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